Thank you for your willingness to inform the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the critical role MSMA plays in responsible and effective weed management programs.  An overview of the type of information you should include in your submission to EPA is provided below.  In addition to sending your submission to the MSMA Product Manager, we ask that you provide a copy of your letter to the Organic Arsenical Products Task Force (via e-mail to info@oaptf.com) so we can track the response received by EPA.  
A letter should cover the following topics:

· Purpose of the letter;

· How MSMA is used; 

· Why weed control is needed;
· Why MSMA specifically is needed; and
· What EPA should do.
Below is a sample letter that could be used. Feel free to borrow concepts, ideas, or text for your facility’s individualized submission.

Example:

[INSERT DATE]

Via [INSERT METHOD –E-MAIL? FEDEX? MAIL?]
MSMA Product Manager

Pesticide Re-Evaluation Division (7508P)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

Re:
MSMA Registration Status
MSMA Product Manager:

I am writing to express my concern over the possible loss of MSMA as a tool for vegetation management programs for turfgrass producers and sod farms.  Effective vegetation management is critical in our industry.  Adequate weed control has a direct impact on the market value of our commodity.  Cancellation of MSMA will place an unreasonable and inappropriate hardship on turfgrass managers and will result in adverse economic impacts for turfgrass farmers.  

MSMA is an effective and economic herbicide and has no equal for selective post-emergent annual grass control.  Other herbicides can be more expensive and less effective on advanced growth stage weeds.  In addition, the rapid weed control effects demonstrated by MSMA products provide more immediate customer satisfaction, eliminate the need for repeated applications, and last, but not least, are less costly.  I am concerned that a cancellation of MSMA will jeopardize our weed management efforts and put our industry at risk.  When weed control options are limited, the loss of just one, such as MSMA, may result in vast adverse consequences for the entire industry.

I respectfully urge the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to re-evaluate its position on the continued registration of MSMA and take the necessary steps to see that MSMA is retained as a valuable tool in our comprehensive approach to effective vegetation management.  It is essential that our industry not be deprived of this vital product at a time when new home construction is at an all time low resulting in a corresponding reduction in the markets for turfgrass. 

Sincerely,
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