Thank you for your willingness to inform the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the critical role MSMA plays in responsible and effective weed management programs.  An overview of the type of information you should include in your submission to EPA is provided below.  In addition to sending your submission to the MSMA Product Manager, we ask that you provide a copy of your letter to the Organic Arsenical Products Task Force (via e-mail to info@oaptf.com) so we can track the response received by EPA.  
A letter should cover the following topics:

· Purpose of the letter;

· How MSMA is used; 

· Why weed control is needed;
· Why MSMA specifically is needed; and
· What EPA should do.
Below are two example letters that could be used. Feel free to borrow concepts, ideas, or text for your facility’s individualized submission.

Example 1:

[INSERT DATE]

Via [INSERT METHOD -- EMAIL? FEDEX? MAIL?]
MSMA Product Manager

Pesticide Re-Evaluation Division (7508P)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

Re:
MSMA Registration Status
Dear MSMA Product Manager:

I/We write to express my/our concern over the possible loss of MSMA as a critical tool in my/our weed management program.  Effective vegetation management on highway rights-of-way is essential for public safety.  Failure to control adequately roadside vegetation will result in a significant increase in vehicular accidents bringing about increased injuries and fatalities.

Effective roadside vegetation management programs are integrated, that is they utilize mowing and herbicide application.  The loss of appropriately applied herbicide applications as a part of [YOUR STATE OR JURISDICTION]’s roadside vegetation management will drastically increase our program costs.  Loss of appropriate herbicide application for highway vegetation management will increase costs for budget-strapped highway departments in several ways, such as increased labor costs, wear and tear on mowing equipment, and increasing fuel costs.  In addition, it will result in additional greenhouse gas emissions since it will necessitate more frequent mowing.

Failure to control adequately the spread of invasive weeds found along highway rights-of-way through appropriate herbicide application will also negatively impact adjoining property.

MSMA is an essential tool that must be maintained in our arsenal of weapons against invasive weeds in our state.  We continue to find resistance to other formerly effective herbicides from numerous weeds, particularly broomsedge. 

We urge you to ensure that MSMA is retained for use as a key tool in our comprehensive approach to effective management of roadside vegetation.  The safety of our citizens is our paramount concern and without MSMA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will be significantly impairing our ability to ensure highway safety in our state.

Sincerely,

Example 2:

[INSERT DATE]

Via [INSERT METHOD -- EMAIL? FEDEX? MAIL?]
MSMA Product Manager

Pesticide Re-Evaluation Division (7508P)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

Re:
MSMA Registration Status
Dear MSMA Product Manager:

I respectfully request that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) allow for the continued use of MSMA in roadside vegetation management programs.  MSMA is a cost effect weed control agent that is crucial to our operations.  

Losing the ability to use MSMA in our operations will result in higher operating costs, which is significantly problematic with today’s economic situation.  Vegetation management along highway rights-of-way is much more than aesthetics; it is crucial for public safety.  Failure to control weeds along roadsides will impact drivers’ lines of sight, which increases potential for accidents.  In addition, appropriate weed management is needed to maintain road surfaces and roadside features.  

I respectfully urge EPA to re-evaluate its position on the continued registration and roadside use of MSMA and take the necessary steps to see that MSMA is retained as a valuable tool in our comprehensive approach to effective weed management.
Sincerely,
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